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Importance of Grassroots Innovation to Economic 
Development



Situationer on 
Grassroots Innovation:

GRASSROOTS 
INNOVATIONS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES: FACTORS 
HINDERING 

The Philippines performs better

innovation outputs than innovation inputs

in 2021.

Primary factors that hinder Grassroots

Innovations (GIs) in the Philippines are

the (a) Lack of Awareness of

Grassroots Innovators, (b)

Disestablished GI Framework Plan,

and (c) Lack and/or limited R&D

support and funding/budget from the

national government.



The Philippines' GRIND
Program

The Department of Science and Technology has been in the forefront of promoting

inclusive Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) policy in order to make

science, technology, and innovation more accessible to the poor and

underprivileged.

In the Philippines, Grassroots Innovation (GI) is currently unappreciated and

underfunded. This necessitates a significant expansion of the sector.

Grassroots Innovation for Inclusive Development is a pioneering program of the

Department of Science and Technology (DOST) that aims to empower

marginalized communities by developing and strengthening its existing Grassroots

Innovations (GIs) and establishing the GRIND Program. It is a timely community-

based initiative of the DOST in the combat against CoVID-19 and the New

Normal, and this enables marginalized communities to adapt to the current and

upcoming changes posed by any pandemic.



GRASSROOTS INNOVATION (GI)?

Grassroots Innovations, are innovative products, process or technology

created by people from the countryside, usually due to necessity, hardship or

challenges.

⮚ Build on existing knowledge, systems and practices

⮚ Capitalize on existing or indigenous resources i.e. people with their 

culture, knowledge, systems and practices; available natural and 

physical resources

⮚ Composite of indigenous/locally developed and introduced innovations

⮚ Contribute to the attainment of Sustainability, SDGs

⮚ Address problems and concerns emanating from the grassroots

⮚ Address the triple bottom lines at the community level
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WHAT ARE THE 
GRASSROOTS 
INNOVATION (GI) 
CATEGORIES UNDER 
THE GRIND PROGRAM?

The Philippines' GRIND
Program
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Crafts

Ethnobotanicals
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Hazards

EXAMPLES 

OF GRASSROOTS 
INNOVATIONS
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EXAMPLES OF GRASSROOTS INNOVATIONS IN THE 

CONTEXT OF PANDEMIC AND THE NEW NORMAL

Foot-operated

Handwashing kiosks
DisinfecTent

Affordable Face

masks

Emergency food 

product/s

Immunity Booster 

products
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GRIND FRAMEWORK PLAN FOR CY 2019-2022

Sec. Fortunato T. Dela Peña together with Dr.

Mia Mikic, presenting the GRIND 2019-2022

Framework Plan.

DOST execs, dignitaries and speakers during the

launching of the GRIND Framework Plan on July 20, 2019

at the Hotel Jen Manila by Shangri-la, Pasay City.

The Philippines' GRIND
Program



• The Grassroots innovation for Inclusive
Development (GRIND) 2019-2022
Framework Plan aims to steer progress
towards empowering Filipinos in achieving
the AmBisyon Natin 2040 by promoting
inclusive growth and reducing poverty and
equality.

• GRIND aims to further support the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
Philippine Development Plan (PDP)
2017-2022 and the Philippine Innovation
Act or Republic Act 11293.

• Incorporates the participation of the
government, civil society organization,
academe, industry sector and media (a
pentahelix collaboration).
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Identification/Inventory of Grassroots Innovations for

possible funding thru the “SalikLakbay Solutions Mapping

Adventure”

SalikLakbay activity involves Participatory Rural Appraisal

(PRA) and Focus Group Discussion (FGD).

PRA refers to the community engagement done during

SalikLakbay and this will further be followed by the FGD

for the presentation of identified GIs and lobbying of

possible S&T intervention and assistance.

SalikLakbay Solutions Mapping
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4 GIS Funded

1 GIs deployed

3 GIs assisted in Intellectual Property Protection

12 GIs assisted in R&D, Product Development, 

Capacity Building

Leveraging Component
Vacuum Fried

Candied

Spray Dried

GRIND Framework Plan for CY 2019-2022







GRIND Framework Plan 
for CY 2019-2022

Formulation, endorsement

and issuance of policy brief

for the GRIND.

Legitimizing Component



• GRIND Program is expected to improve innovative capacity

and spur more innovative activities in grassroot communities.

• The GRIND Program will result in sustainable livelihood and

enterprises that will improve the quality of life of the people in

the margins.
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